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Bibliography compiled by Arrowhead Library Sytems. Retrieved from the ISLMC web site at http://als.lib.wi.us/AACList.html on 6/18/02.

PICTURE BOOKS
Amazing Grace by Mary Hoffman. Grace proves she can be the best Peter Pan in spite of classmates telling her she can't because she's female and black. Dial. 1991.

Aunt Flossie's Hats (and Crab Cakes Later) by Elizabeth Fitzgerald Howard. Susan and Sarah visit their great-great Aunt Flossie to try on her wonderful hats, eat crab cakes for dinner and hear stories of her life. Clarion. 1991.

Aunt Harriet's Underground Railroad in the Sky by Faith Ringgold. A fantasy about a girl who meets Harriet Tubman and a mysterious train in the sky. Crown, 1992.

Baby Says by John Steptoe. An ingenious story uses only baby words to describe the playful relationship between an endearing toddler and his long suffering older brother. Lothrop. 1988.

Chicken Sunday by Patricia Polacco. Winston, Stewart, and their "sister friend" want to buy a special gift for Miss Eula for Easter, but are falsely accused of throwing eggs at the local shopkeeper. A story of intergenerational, interracial friendship and creativity. Philomel, 1992.

Do Like Kyla by Angela Johnson. A young girl spends a winter day imitating her older sister; the book ends with a happy reversal, reflecting the girls' strong relationship. Orchard. 1990.

Everett Anderson's Friend by Lucille Clifton. At first, Everett is disappointed his new neighbor isn't a boy, but he later decides that a girl who can run and win at ball is nice to know after all. Holt.1976. 

First Pink Light by Eloise Greenfield. Poignant story celebrates the riches of family life and a child's determination to greet the return of his father at dawn's first light. Black Butterfly. 1991.

The Magic Moonberry Jump Ropes by Dakari Hru. Uncle Zambezi arrives from East Africa with a pair of magic jump ropes for his nieces. Dial. 1995.

A Million Fish...More or Less by Patricia C. McKissack. An original folktale of the Louisiana bayou and a delightful yarn of exaggeration about "the one that got away." Knopf. 1992.

Mirandy and Brother Wind by Patricia McKissack. Mirandy must live up to her boastful promise that the wind will be her partner at the upcoming cakewalk. Knopf. 1988.

 Mufaro's Beautiful Daughters: An African Tale by John Steptoe. Mufaro's two beautiful daughters go before the king who is choosing a wife. Morrow, 1987.
The Talking Eggs by Robert D. San Souci. Blanche gains riches while her greedy sister makes fun of an old witch and is duly rewarded. Dial, 1990.

Tar Beach by Faith Ringgold. Gr. K-2. Summer evenings spent atop her Harlem rooftop inspire eight-year-old Cassie Lightfoot to imagine herself flying high above the city, righting all wrongs. Crown. 1991.

What Kind of Babysitter Is This? by Dolores Johnson. An amusing tale of intergenerational friendship between Kevin and his new babysitter, a diehard baseball fan. Macmillan, 1991.

When I Am Old With You by Angela Johnson. A small child imagines a future when he will be old with his Grandaddy and they will do all their favorite things together. Orchard. 1990.

Middle Readers

Charlie Pippin by Candy Dawson Boyd. Gr. 5-7. For her class project Charlie studies the Vietnam War, and uncovers ghosts from her father's past that eventually bring them closer together. Macmillan. 1987.

Cousins by Virginia Hamilton. Gr. 4-6. Rebellious Cammy resents her perfect cousin, Patty Ann, until a tragedy puts things into perspective. Philomel. 1990.

Drylongso by Virginia Hamilton. Gr. 2 and up. A mythical story about a mysterious young boy named Drylongso, who appears at Lindy's midwestern farm just before a big dust storm hits. HBJ. 1992.

Just Like Martin by Ossie Davis. Gr. 4 and up. In 1963 Alabama, Stone has met Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and wants to be a preacher, but his father sees nonviolence as cowardly and refuses to embrace it. Simon & Schuster. 1992.

Justin and the Best Biscuits in the World by Mildred Pitts Walter. Gr. 3-5. 10-year-old Justin jumps at the chance to visit his cowboy grandfather, where he traces his black cowboy ancestors and learns that cooking is not just "women's work." Lothrop, 1986.

Mariah Keeps Cool by Mildred Pitts Walter. Gr. 4-7. A challenging summer is ahead for a young girl as she faces sibling problems and the upcoming all-city swim meet.

Shortcut by Donald Crews. Gr. 2-4. On their way home, seven children find that the shortcut down the train tracks nearly leads to disaster. Greenwillow. 1992.

Stories Julian Tells by Ann Cameron. Six stories by a master storyteller and all-around fibber. Random House, 1981.

The Watsons Go To Birmingham -- 1963 by Christopher Paul Curtis. A hilarious, touching and tragic novel about civil rights and the impact of violence on one black family. Delacorte,1995.

Older Readers
The Dark Thirty: Southern Tales of the Supernatural by Patricia C. McKissack. Gr. 7 and up. Ghost stories and horror stories incorporating African American history and culture, including tales from the days of slavery and from the 20th century civil rights movement.

Her Stories: African American Folktales, Fairytales, and True Tales by Virginia Hamilton. Blue Sky/Scholastic,1995.

Maizon at Blue Hill by Jacqueline Woodson. Gr. 5-7. One of five African-American students at a private girls' school, Maizon feels misplaced and lonely as she tries to fit in. Delacorte. 1992.

Mama, I Want to Sing by Vy Higginsen (with Tonya Bolden). Gr. 5 and up. Based on the off-Broadway musical, this novel tells the story of a girl who grows up singing in the church choir, but dreams of singing the music popular at the Apollo Theatre. Scholastic. 1992.

The Mouse Rap by Walter Dean Myers. Gr. 5 and up. Fourteen-year-old Mouse and his friends fall in and out of love and search for a hidden treasure from the days of Al Capone. Harper. 1990.

The People Could Fly by Virginia Hamilton. Gr. 6-8. An excellent anthology of 24 African-American folktales selected and retold especially for children. Knopf, 1985.

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred D. Taylor. Gr. 6-8. The first in a series of stories about an African-American family living in rural Mississippi during the Depression, told from the point of view of their eldest daughter, Cassie. Dial, 1976.

Sweet Whispers, Brother Rush by Virginia Hamilton. Gr. 6-8. When 14-year-old Tree encounters the ghost of her dead uncle, she goes back in time to relive her own past. Philomel, 1982.

Coretta Scott King Author & Illustrator Award Winners
2002
Author Award Winner
The Land by Mildred Taylor (Phyllis Fogelman Books/Penguin Putnam)

Honor Books
Money-Hungry by Sharon G. Flake (Jump at the Sun/Hyperion)
Carver: A Life in Poems by Marilyn Nelson (Front Street)

Illustrator Award Winner
Goin' Someplace Special, illustrated by Jerry Pinkney; text by Patricia McKissack (Anne Schwartz Book/Atheneum)

Honor Books
Martin's Big Words, illustrated by Bryan Collier; text by Doreen Rappoport (Jump at the Sun/Hyperion)

2001
Author Award Winner
Miracle's Boys by Jacqueline Woodson (G.P. Putnam's Sons)

Honor Books
Let It Shine! Stories of Black Women Freedom Fighters by Andrea Davis Pinkney, illustrated by Stephen Alcorn (Gulliver Books, Harcourt)

Illustrator Award Winner
Uptown by Bryan Collier (Henry Holt)

Honor Books
Freedom River by Bryan Collier (Jump at the Sun/Hyperion)

Only Passing Through: The Story of Sojourner Truth illustrated by R. Gregory Christie; text by Anne Rockwell (Random House)

Virgie Goes to School with Us Boys illustrated by E.B. Lewis; text by Elizabeth Fitzgerald Howard (Simon & Schuster)

2000
Author Award Winner
Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis (Delacorte) Honor Books

Francie by Karen English (Farrar, Straus and Giroux)

Black Hands, White Sails: The Story of African-American Whalers by Patricia C. and Frederick L. McKissack (Scholastic Press)

Monster by Walter Dean Myers (HarperCollins)
Illustrator Award Winner
In the Time of the Drums , ill. by Brian Pinkney; text by Kim L. Siegelson (Jump at the Sun/Hyperion Books for Children)

1999
Author Award Winner
Heaven by Angela Johnson (Simon & Schuster)

Honor Books
Jazmin's Notebook by Nikki Grimes (Dial Books)

Breaking Ground, Breaking Silence: The Story of New York's African Burial Ground by Joyce Hansen and Gary McGowan (Henry Holt and Company)

The Other Side: Shorter Poems by Angela Johnson (Orchard Books)

Illustrator Award Winner
i see the rhythm , ill. by Michele Wood; text by Toyomi Igus (Children's Book Press)

Honor Books
I Have Heard of a Land , ill. by Floyd Cooper; text by Joyce Carol Thomas
(Joanna Cotler Books/HarperCollins)

The Bat Boy and His Violin , ill. by E.B. Lewis; text by Gavin Curtis (Simon & Schuster)

Duke Ellington: The Piano Prince and His Orchestra , ill. by Brian Pinkney; text by Andrea Davis Pinkney (Hyperion Books for Children)

1998
Author Award Winner
Forged by Fire by Sharon M. Draper (Atheneum)

Honor Books
Bayard Rustin: Behind the Scenes of the Civil Rights Movement by James Haskins (Hyperion)

I Thought My Soul Would Rise and Fly: The Diary of Patsy, a Freed Girl by Joyce Hansen (Scholastic, Inc.)

Illustrator Award Winner
In Daddy's Arms I am Tall: African Americans Celebrating Fathers , ill. by Javaka Steptoe; text by Alan Schroeder (Lee & Low)

Honor Books
Ashley Bryan's ABC of African American Poetry , by Ashley Bryan (Jean Karl/Atheneum)
Harlem , ill. by Christopher Myers; text by Walter Dean Myers (Scholastic, Inc.)
The Hunterman and the Crocodile , by Baba Wagué Diakité (Scholastic, Inc.)

1997
Author Award Winner
Slam by Walter Dean Myers (Scholastic)

Honor Books
Rebels Against Slavery: American Slave Revolts by Patricia C. & Frederick L. McKissack (Scholastic, Inc.)

Illustrator Award Winner
Minty: A Story of Young Harriet Tubman ill. by Jerry Pinkney; text by Alan Schroeder (Dial Books for Young Readers)

Honor Books
The Palm of My Heart: Poetry by African American Children , ill. by Gregorie Christie; edited by Davida Adedjouma (Lee & Low Books Inc.)

Running The Road To ABC , ill. by Reynold Ruffins; text by Denize Lauture (Simon & Schuster Books For Young Readers)

Neeny Coming, Neeny Going , ill. by Synthia Saint James; text by Karen English (BridgeWater Books)

1996
Author Award Winner
Her Stories by Virginia Hamilton (Scholastic/Blue Sky Press) 

Honor Books
The Watsons Go to Birmingham--1963 by Christopher Paul Curtis (Delacorte)
Like Sisters on the Homefront by Rita Williams-Garcia (Delacorte)
From the Notebooks of Melanin Sun by Jacqueline Woodson (Scholastic/Blue Sky Press)

Illustrator Award Winner
The Middle Passage: White Ships Black Cargo by Tom Feelings (Dial Books for Young Readers) 

Honor Books
Her Stories , ill. by Leo and Diane Dillon; text by Virginia Hamilton (Scholastic/Blue Sky Press)
The Faithful Friend , ill. by Brian Pinkney; text by Robert San Souci 

Arab/Arab American Books
Festivals of Egypt, Abbas, Jailan
Hoopoe Books, Paperback, 1995, 48 pgs.
A tour of Egypt's main festivals with photographs, songs, and recipes.

Free as the Desert Wind, Marston, Elsa
Hoopoe Books, Paperback, 1996, 32 pgs.
Omar's father leads the camel drive from Sudan to Egypt twice a year. At 12, Omar is
granted his wish and is allowed to go along as a herder. But when Omar makes friends with
one of the young camels in the herd, he forgets the promise made to his father. Trying to
save the camel, he gains his father's wrath--but when the situation looks most bleak, a small
miracle happens. Elementary level.

God Created Everything, C. Alta
Amica Publishing House, Hardcover, 1994, 216 pgs. 
A wonderfully illustrated book for your children to read or have read to them. The colorful artwork illustrates a poem about God's creation.

Goha, Denys Johnson-Davies
Hoopoe Books, Paperback, 1993, 48 pgs.
Long ago, in the century following the death of the Prophet Muhammad, there
was a man whose nickname was Goha. Several books of Arabic literature include funny stories about him. The stories show him as a fool - but a fool with a special sort of wisdom of his own.

Habibi: A Novel, Naomi Shihab Nye
Simon and Schuster, Hardcover, 1997, 259 pgs.
This beautifully written book is perfect for teenagers interested in a novel written for their age group set in the Middle East. The central character is Liyana, an Arab-American teen whose family moves from St. Louis, Missouri, to her father's hometown of Jerusalem. Once there, Liyana encounters the hard realities of life in that city, but also discovers hope in the friends she makes.

I Remember Bosnia, A. Ganeri
Raintree Steck-Vaughn, Hardcover, 1995, 32 pgs.
Using a simple narrative, the book helps the reader to understand the plight of Bosnian children.

Ibn Tulun: The Story of a Mosque, Fiona Macdonald 
Hood Hood Books, Paperback, 1997 37 pgs.
The story of one of Cairo's oldest mosques, and of the man who gave the orders for its
construction. The mosque of Ibn Tulun is one of the oldest and largest mosques in the world. Ibn Tulun, governor of Egypt in the ninth century, was one of the ablest early governors in the Islamic world. Written for grades 5 and up.
Iran: Land of the Peacock Throne, Spencer, William
Benchmark Books, Hardcover, 1997, 64 pgs.
A brief introduction to Iranian history from ancient times to the present. The book describes
the geography of Iran, city and country life, and its richness of resources and products. The
peoples of Iran are briefly introduced, as are Iranian holidays, foods and pasttimes. The final chapter of the book discusses the artistic life of Iran. Includes two pages of "country facts", a bibliography and further reading. Late Elementary/Middle school.

Kamal's Quest, Cynthia Profilet
Sterling Press, Hardcover, 1993, 36 pgs.
A beautifully told tale of Kamal the camel, who begins a quest for love after loss in the land of Bahrain.

Maarouf and the Dream Caravan, Denys Johnson-Davies
Hoopoe Books, Paperback, 1996, 48 pgs.
The story of Maarouf the shoemaker is a classic tale from the Thousand and One Nights. Unhappy in his home life, Maarouf escapes from Cairo and, with the help of a genie, flies to a foreign land. There, by chance, he meets an old friend who gives him an idea--to pretend he is the owner of a huge caravan.

Sami and the Time of the Troubles. Heide, Florence & Judith Gilliland
Clarion Books, Hardcover, 1992, 32 pgs.
A story of war-torn Beirut, Sami and the Time of the Troubles is also a moving testament to the desire for peace. Sami and his family take refuge in a basement during the shelling, venturing into the streets only when the fighting stops. But during these lulls, life is largely the same: cafes are open, vendors sell their wares, and weddings even occur. And there is the memory of the "Day of the Children", when hundreds of children spilled into the streets, calling for an end to the fighting. And there is the hope of a second, successful such day. Powerful and poignant, the book captures the terrors of war, the hope of individuals who care for each other, and the dangers that war poses--not just to life, but to the human spirit as well. Elementary level.

Shah Jahan & the Story of the Taj Mahal, Julia Marshall 
Hood Hood Books, Paperback, 1996, 39 pgs.
Imprisoned by his son, Aurangzeb, Shah Jahan relates his family's story to his sole companion, a small mouse. His narrative encompasses Mughal history, the history of Islamic India, and the construction of one of the most beautiful buildings of all times, the Taj Mahal, built as a mausoleum for his wife, Mumtaz Mahal. For grades 5-8.

Sitti and the Cats: A Tale of Friendship, Sally Bahous
Roberts Rinehart Publishers, Paperback, 1993, 24 pgs.
In a tale from the oral tradition of Palestine, an old woman rescues a kitten and is rewarded for her generosity.

Sitti's Secrets, Naomi Shihab Nye
Aladdin, Paperback, 1994, 32 pgs.
This welcoming picture book invites readers to join young Mona on an empowering journey that mirrors the curve of our planet, a journey exploring human connections and family traditions that defy distance and time.

Suleiman the Magnificent and the Story of Istanbul, Julia Marshall 
Hood Hood Books, Paperback, 1995, 47 pgs.
Near the end of his life, Suleiman the Magnificent received three ambassadors from Europe. With one of them, Hungary's de Busbeq, he developed a remarkable friendship, spending many hours with him and telling him of his life and rule. De Busbeq, upon his return, wrote a memoir of his conversations with the Sultan. This is a retelling of Suleiman's story and of the time the two men spent together. A wonderful introduction to the golden age of Ottoman history. For grades 5-8.

Tales from Ancient Egypt, George Hart 
Hoopoe Books, Paperback, 1994, 48 pgs.
Retells seven Ancient Egyptian tales of heroes, strange creatures, and great struggles.

Tales from Morocco, Denys Johnson-Davies
Hoopoe Books, Paperback, 1995, 48 pgs.
Six charming stories from North Africa that will delight young readers. From "The Frog and the Scorpion" to "Which One was the Donkey?", these stories of the weak against the strong and the cunning against the gullible are bound to please.

Tales from Sudan, Johnson-Davies, Denys
Hoopoe Books, Paperback, 1998, 47 pgs.
Combining Arab and African traditions with bedouin, Nile and tropical cultures, Sudan is a
rich source of folk tales. This book brings together some of the best known and most colorful stories. Six tales about the power of storytelling, good and evil, honesty and friendship, sharp wits and gullibility, and love. Elementary level.

The Flag Balloon, Frances Copeland Stickles
American Educational Trust, Paperback, 1988, 40pgs.
A sensitive portrayal of a Palestinian child's life during the uprising, emphasizing hope not hate. Children ages 6-10 will identify and rejoice with the young heroine as she overcomes a series of obstacles and finally sees her homemade flag soar over her town.

The Golden Sandal, Hickox, Rebecca
Holiday House, Hardcover, 1998, 32 pgs.
An Iraqi version of the Cinderella story. Known in Arabic as "The Red Fish and the Clog of Gold," this is the story of Maha, a fisherman's daughter, and her tribulations with her
stepmother and stepsister. Maha finds a small red fish in a basket one day. Releasing it back into the water, she is told that no kindness goes unrewarded. The fish becomes her source of help whenever life becomes too difficult. A charming tale, wonderfully illustrated. Elementary level.

The House of Wisdom, Florence Heide & Judith Gilliland
DK Ink, Hardcover, 1999, 36 pgs.
An exquisitely illustrated children's book, which tells the story of Ishaq bin Hunayn. Ibn Hunayn was one of the leading lights of the House of Wisdom, the famed library and translation center in 9th century Baghdad. A beautifully told story of intellectual passion and openness.

The Roses in My Carpets, Rukhsana Khan
Holiday House, Hardcover, 1998, 205 pgs.
A sad but beautifully told story of a young Afghan boy. Set in a refugee camp, the book puts a human face on the tragedy in Afghanistan. His father killed during the war while plowing his field, the boy, his mother and younger sister now live in the dirty camp. There, he attends school in the morning, and receives training in carpet-weaving in the afternoon. Life looks bleak after his younger sister is injured, but his dream at the end of the book underlines the resilience of the Afghani people--and the power of art. Elementary level.

The Silk Route: 7,000 Miles of History, John S. Major
HarperCollins, Paperback, 1995, 32 pgs.
Takes readers from the ancient Chinese capital of Chang'an to Byzantium, with information about the stops and transactions along the route. Superb illustrations throughout. For grades 3-7.

The Storytellers
Lewin, Ted
Lothrop, Lee & Shepard, Hardcover, 1998, 36 pgs.
Set in Fez, Morocco, this is the story of Abdul and his grandfather, a storyteller. The book
not only evokes the power and magic of storytelling, but gives the reader--in both text and
illustration--a sense of Fez itself. The city comes to life: its wool dyers, falconers, copper and
brass workers, tanners and other merchants all vibrant elements of the place. But, as Abdul
says to his grandfather at the end of the day, "We have the best job in the whole medina."
Elementary level.

Chinese/Chinese American
(Retrieved from Cynthia Leitich Smith Children's Literature Resources Web Site at http://www.cynthialeitichsmith.com/chinese.htm on 6/18/02)

APPLE PIE 4TH OF JULY by Janet S. Wong, illustrated by Margaret Chodos-Irvine
(Harcourt, 2002). A young girl whose parents own a Chinese restaurant ponders the
appropriateness of Chinese food versus Apple Pie on the 4th of July. Ages 4-up. 

AT THE BEACH by Huy Voun Lee (Henry Holt, 1994). Xiao Ming learns to write Chinese
(Mandarin) by writing in the sand and comparing the characters to various sights around her. An American Bookseller Pick of the Lists. Ages 4-up.

THE AMAH by Laurence Yep (Putnam, 1999) . Amy Chin is a dedicated young ballerina forced to sacrifice her dancing to care for her young siblings when her mother is hired as an amah (nanny). Stephanie, her mother's charge, seems to be taking everything away and, at the same time, embarassing Amy with extravagant gifts. Ages 8-up. 

COOLIES by Yin, illustrated by Chris Soentpiet (Philomel, 2001). Framed as a family story, this exquisitely illustrated picture book tells of the Chinese immigrants who helped build a great railroad across the western United States. The story does not romanticize the conditions or treatment the workers endured, but it does celebrate their bravery, tenacity, and accomplishments. Recommended for curriculum. Ages 5-up.

EARTHQUAKE by Milly Lee, illustrated by Yangsook Choi (Frances Foster Books/Farrar, Straus, and Giroux, 2001). A Chinese American girl tells the story of her family during fallout from the San Francisco earthquake of 1906. Based on a real family story. Excellent author's note. Highly recommended for curriculum, especially to U.S. West Coast schools. Ages 4-up. 

GRANDFATHER COUNTS by Andrea Cheng, illustrated by Ange Zhang (Lee & Low, 2000). When Gong Gong (grandfather) first comes to live with Helen, she feels distanced by his inability to speak English and her inability to speak Chinese. Then, watching a train together, they begin to teach each other how to count the cars, Helen in English and Gong Gong in Chinese. In time, the two begin to bond as grandparent to child. A realistic, warm book that is not overly sentimental. Helen's family is Asian and European-American, but no issue is made of this. Ages 4-up. 

THE MAGIC PAINTBRUSH by Laurence Yep (HarperCollins, 2000). This historical novel centers on young Steve, Grandfather, and a friend of the family, Uncle Fong. After the tragic death of his parents, Steve comes to live in Chinatown with his poor Grandfather, who seems emotionally distant. When Grandfather gives Steve a magic paintbrush, suddenly they can paint their desires into reality. Probably my favorite book by Yep. Characterization is particularly wonderful. Ages 9-up. 
MEI-MEI LOVES THE MORNING by by Margaret Holloway Tsubakiyama, illustrated by Cornelius Van Wright and Ying-Hwa Hu (Whitman, 1999). Illustrated in beautiful watercolors, this book is a slice-of-life celebration of the loving relationship between Mei-Mei and her grandfather. Ages 4-up. 

OUR BABY FROM CHINA: AN ADOPTION STORY by Nancy D'Antonio (Whitman, 1997). A photoessay of the author and her husband's journey to China to adopt their beautiful daughter, Ariela Xiangwei. Ages 4-up. 

SAM AND THE LUCKY MONEY by Karen Chinn, illustrated by Cornelius Van Wright and Ying-Hwa Hu (Lee & Low, 1995). Sam is all ready to spend his money in Chinatown. But maybe buying a thing isn't the best way to use it. A celebration of giving. Amazing watercolor illustrations. Ages 4-up. 

SPLIT IMAGE: A STORY IN POEMS by Mel Glenn (HarperCollins, 2000). Laura Li is a
different person to her ashamed mother to her motherly librarian, to her distant father, her
friends, the bartender, her rivals, the boys at school. In alternating diverse and compelling
voices, Glenn offers another first-rate verse novel to teens. Ages 12-up.

THIEF OF HEARTS by Laurence Yep (HarperCollins, 1995). In this sequel to CHILD OF THE OWL (1977), Stacy is called a "half-breed," and both her loyalties and identity are challenged when Hong Ch'un moves from China to Stacy's suburban California school. When Hong Ch'un is accused of stealing, Stacy is forced to carefully consider her own reaction and find out what has really happened. Much of this novel centers around Stacy's struggle to reconcile her Chinese and white American heritage and related communities. Ages 8-up. 
Differently-abled
(The following list was compiled by Donna Metler, who is disabled and feels that children with disabilities need to see themselves reflected in literature as much as any other child. Retrieved from http://www.math.ttu.edu/~dmettler/dlit.html on 6/20/02.)
Physical Disabilities

Cerebral Palsy
Marie Killilea Karen, Letters From Karen. One of the oldest portrayals of Cerebral palsy in literature, told from the perspective of an older sister about her disabled sibling. Has been criticized for its idyllic picture of the family, since real life is rarely that smooth.

Jean Little Mine for Keeps, Child returns from a separate school and attempts to attend the regular classroom. A little dated, but a decent portrayal of adjustment problems.

Jan Slepian The Alfred Summer, Lester's TurnTold from the perspective of Lester, a 14 yr old with CP, tells of a summer spent building a boat with two friends, one of them mentally retarded. The sequel deals with Lester's development of independence. I feel the sequel is the better of the two books.

Ivan Southall Let the Balloon Go John, a boy with mild CP, has to find his own place, away from the teasing in school and his overprotective mother.

Adler, C.S. (1988) Eddie's Blue-Winged Dragon, Putnam, 0-399-21535-2 
Reading Level 4-6 
First person fantasy, told by Eddie, who has cerebral palsy affecting motor skills and speech. Many pictures of school life including intolerance and victimization by students and teachers. After being challenged about his abilities, Eddie decides to enter and win a school competition, knowing that he will have to read his essay aloud. He chooses to speak about his CP, and wins the contest. A realistic look at CP, through the eyes of a child with the condition. 

Aieillo, Barbara and Jeffery Schulman (1988) It's Your Turn at Bat 21st Century, 
Kids on the block series book about CP 

Payne, Sherry (1982) A contest 
A child with CP is mainstreamed into a neighborhood school, after attending a special school, and must find his own place in the social setting. He finds that his disabilities have given him special gifts, as well as disadvantages. 

Helfmann, Elizabeth, On Being Sarah 
A partial photo-biography of a child who uses a wheelchair and a blissboard, but still has the normal hopes and dreams of any child

Hearing Impairment 

Penny Pollock, Keeping it Secret Wisconsin, a girl who uses a hearing aid, has to move to a new school and deal with being accepted there.

Veronica Robinson, David in Silence. A profoundly hearing impaired child learns sign language.

Cynthia Rylant, Apple is my Sign. A hearing impaired child attends one of the first schools for the deaf in this historical novel. 

Jean Andrews, The Flying Fingers Club:The Case of the Missing Newspapers 
An early chapter book, this book covers the interaction and friendship between Donald, who is repeating third grade due to reading difficulties, and Matt, a mainstreamed deaf child. The two boys develop a friendship, learn to communicate, and even solve a mystery. According to the book cover, this is supposed to be the first in a series, but I haven't found any of the others yet. 

Books on Sign Language for Children 

Charlip, Remy, George and Mary Beth Ancona, Handtalk, Handtalk Zoo, Handtalk Birthday These picture books give a set of signs, correlated to specific settings.

Bove, Linda Sesame Street Sign Language Fun 
Unfortunately, out of print. One of the best basic sign language books for young children-my copy has been field tested to destruction. 

Sullivan, Mary Beth. A Show of Hands-Say it in sign language 

Hearing Ear Dogs 

Curtis, Patricia Cindy: A Hearing Ear Dog 
A photobiography of a signal dog, from an animal shelter to final placement with a deaf teenager. 

Hess, Lio, The Good Luck Dog 
Following a disaster, a lost dog becomes a signal dog for a child 

Visual Impairment 

Radin, Ruth. Carver 
John wants to become a woodcarver, like his father, but his mother considers his blindness to be a barrier. John meets a blind woodcarver, learns to carve wood, and helps his mother adjust to his father's death. 
Cohen, Miriam. See You Tomorrow, Charles 
An early reading picture book, about a first grade student who is blind and uses braille 

Frevert, Patricia. Patrick, Yes you can 
A photographic picture book about a child who loses his sight, but returns to school with the aid of adaptive equiptment. 

Little, Jean. From Anna 
Butler, Beverly. Light a Single Candle, A Gift of Gold A high school student loses her sight, but finishes school and college with the help of a seeing-eye dog 

Follow My Leader Like Light a Single Candle, but with a male protagonist.

Guide Dogs 

Curtis, Patricia. Greff, a Guide Dog 
McPhee, Richard. Tom &Bear-the training of a guide dog team 
Putnam, Peter. The Triumph of the Seeing Eye 
Rappaport, Eva. Banner, Forward
Spinal Cord Injury
Joni Eareckson Tada, Darcy A book about a 7th grade girl who is parapalegic due to a spinal cord injury and her struggles emotionally and religiously. Religious content.

Spina Bifida 

Rabe, Berniece. The Balancing Girl 
Margaret, who has spina bifida, uses her special talent at balancing things to earn money for her school by setting up a domino display. 

Rabe, Berniece. Margaret's Moves 
Margaret, now nine, tries to earn money to buy a new, faster wheelchair, so she can participate in sports and keep up with her brothers 

Progressive Illness
Colin Thiele. Jodie's Journey. Child develops rhemuatoid arthritis, and has to adjust her life as the condition progresses. 
Osofsky, Audrey, My Buddy 
A boy with muscular dystrophy attends school with the help of an assistance dog 

Communications Disorder 

Platt, Kin. The Boy Who Could Make Himself Disappear 
An abused child with a severe speech impediment opens up to a speech therapist about the abuse

Developmental Disabilities
Jean Little. Take Wing. Older sister has to find her life, seperate from her mentally retarded younger brother

Cynthia Rylant Every Living Thing. Leo, a 4th grader in a self-contained classroom for the Mentally retarded, writes a report on forest fires which wins an award at a school assembly.

Betsy Byars The Summer of the Swans. Older sister finds self-acceptance through taking care of her mentally retarded brother.

Shyer, Marlene. Between Friends. A 10 year old girl learns about retardation by making friends with a neighbor with mental retardation and getting to know the world from her perspective 

Welcome Home Jellybean. Neil must adjust to having his severely retarded sister at home instead of in a special school, and the resulting family stress. 

Rabe, Berniece, Where's Chimpy 
A child with Down's Syndrome searches for a lost toy at bedtime 

Mental Illness
E.L. Konigsburg. (George) 6th grader struggles with schizophrenia. 

Zibby O'Neal. The Language of Goldfish. A 13 yr old girl suffers from depression and attempts suicide. The book explains her therapy and resoulution. 

Pinkwater, Daniel. Uncle Melvin
Uncle Melvin lives in a halfway house, and everyone says he's "crazy", but to Charles, he's just right. 

Aiello, Barbara, & Schulman, Jeffery. On with the show 
Kids on the block book about depression

Learning Disabilities
Barthe DeClements. Sixth Grade Can Really Kill You This book tells about Helen, gifted in athletics and Math, but severely disabled in reading. Her parents fight allowing her to take special education classes, but eventually concede at Helen's request. This is one of the best books I've seen for explaining the feelings of frustration that can exist for a disabled child. 

Lasker, Joe, He's My Brother 
A boy tells about the problems his younger brother Jamie faces at school due to his learning disability.

Collections and Multiple Disabilities
Joni Eareckson Tada Meet My Friends 3 stories about disabled elementary students (Hearing impaired, VIsually impaired, and parapalegic). Religious
content.

Helen Exley, ed. What it's like to be me. Not a novel, this book is a collection of writings and drawings by disabled children all over the world. Many disabilities are represented, and the book discusses all aspects of disability. If I had had this book as an older elementary student, I suspect that I would have felt much less scared and alone, seeing that others felt the same way I did. 

Girls
Eighteen Highly Recommended Books for Girls
(Excerpted from Great Books for Girls: More than 600 books to inspire today's girls and tomorrow's women. Odean, Kathleen. (1997) A Ballantine Trade Paperback. $12.95 U.S.
345-40484-X)
Henkes, Kevin. Chester's Way. 1988. Greenwillow. Ages 3-7. 
The mouse Lilly is one of the bravest, most flamboyant young females around. She rescues her friends from bullies, teaches them how to do wheelies, and always carries a loaded squirt gun. Everyone should meet her! 

Pinkney, Brian. JoJo's Flying Side Kick. 1995. Simon & Schuster. Ages 3-7. 
In order to earn her yellow belt in Tae Kwon Do, young JoJo must break a board with a flying side-kick. With the help of her family, she masters her fears and succeeds. A real winner. 

Nash, Ogden. The Adventures of Isabel. Illustrated by James Marshall. 1991. Little, Brown. Ages 3-8. 
In this funny poem, Isabel conquers a bear, a witch, a giant, a doctor, and a nightmare. The pictures will make children laugh while they learn to banish their own nightmares. Not to be missed. 

Young, Ed. Lon Po Po: A Red-Riding Hood Story from China. 1989. Philomel. Ages 4-8. 
Exquisite illustrations accompany this Chinese folktale about a girl who outwits a nasty wolf and saves her sisters. Winner of the Caldecott Medal. 

Thompson, Kay. Eloise. Illustrated by Hilary Knight. 1955. Simon & Schuster. Ages 4-8. 
Eloise is one of a kind. She tears around the Plaza Hotel in New York, driving adults crazy and having a terrific time. It is no surprise that this incorrigible girl has been popular for more than forty years. 

Isaacs, Anne. Swamp Angel. Illustrated by Paul O. Zelinsky. 1994. Dutton. Ages 4-9. 
Tennessee-born Angelica Longrider, known as Swamp Angel, is a wonderfully outlandish addition to American tall tales. Building her first log cabin at age two is just the beginning of her incredible career. Witty folk art captures the larger-than-life heroine. A Caldecott Honor book. 

Krull, Kathleen. Wilma Unlimited: How Wilma Rudolph Became the World's Fastest Woman. Illustrated by David Diaz. 1996. Harcourt Brace. 
Striking illustrations portray the life of Wilma Rudolph, who overcame childhood polio to become a great runner and win three Olympic gold medals. A powerful, inspiring story. 

Pomerantz, Charlotte. The Outside Dog. Illustrated by Jennifer Plecas. 1993. HarperCollins. Ages 5-8. A charming beginning reader about a Puerto Rican girl who is determined to have a dog, despite her grandfather's objections. 
LeGuin, Ursula K. A Ride on the Red Mare's Back. Illustrated by Julie Downing. 1992. Orchard. Ages 5-9. 
With the help of a magical horse, a brave girl sets off to rescue her brother who has been stolen by trolls. A beautifully illustrated tale of courage and love. 

Hesse, Karen. Sable. Illustrated by Marcia Sewall. 1994. Henry Holt. Ages 6-10. 
More than anything, Tate wants to keep the stray dog that shows up at her mountain home. With persistence and hard work, the girl succeeds. A heartwarming novel for younger readers. 

MacLachlan, Patricia. Sarah, Plain and Tall. 1985. Harper & Row. Ages 6-10. 
This small gem tells the story of two children and the quiet, strong woman who they hope will marry their father. Perfect for reading aloud. Winner of the Newbery Medal. 

Fenner, Carol. Yolonda's Genius. 1995. McElderry. Ages 10-13. 
A large and confident girl, Yolonda draws on all of her many talents to help her younger brother pursue his musical dream in this outstanding novel. A Newbery Honor book. 

O'Dell, Scott. Island of the Blue Dolphins. 1960. Houghton Mifflin. Ages 9-12. 
In this modern classic, twelve-year-old Karana must survive alone for years on a California island. Winner of the Newbery Medal. 

Lauber, Patricia. Lost Star: The Story of Amelia Earhart. 1988. Scholastic. Ages 9-13. 
Amelia Earhart broke barriers for women while she broke men's flying records. This biography describes her fascinating life from childhood to her mysterious disappearance. 

Wrede, Patricia C. Dealing with Dragons. 1990. Harcourt Brace. Ages 10-13. 
Cimorene finds being a princess so boring that she takes a job working for a dragon! The first in a popular, funny series. 

Avi. The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle. 1990. Orchard. Ages 10-14. 
"Not every thirteen-year-old girl is accused of murder, brought to trial, and found guilty," opens this thrilling tale of a proper young lady who changes when she gets caught up in a mutiny. A top-notch adventure. A Newbery Honor book. 

Freedman, Russell. Eleanor Roosevelt: A Life of Discovery. 1993. Clarion. Ages 11-14. 
Award-winning biographer Russell Freedman conveys the greatness of Eleanor Roosevelt through his lively writing and an extensive array of photographs. Highly recommended. A Newbery Honor book. 

Staples, Suzanne Fisher. Shabanu: Daughter of the Wind. 1989. Knopf. Ages 12-14. 
Set in contemporary Pakistan, this gripping novel follows the fate of Shabanu, an adolescent girl from a nomadic tribe who rebels against her arranged marriage. A Newbery Honor book. 


Japanese/Japanese American
(Retrieved from Cynthia Leitich Smith Children's Literature Resources Web Site at http://www.cynthialeitichsmith.com/chinese.htm on 6/18/02. Compiled by Greg Leitich Smith a children's book author and patent attorney of Japanese and German American descent.)

ALLISON by Allen Say (Houghton Mifflin, 1997). When she tries on her kimono, Allison realizes that she looks more like Mei Mei, the doll she's always had, than she does either of her parents. She breaks some of her parents' things, and she says she doesn't belong to them. But by befriending a stray cat, Allison subtly comes to find there are many ways to create a family. A story linked to international adoption and mixed-race families. Ages 4-up. 

BON ODORI DANCER by Karen Kawaamoto McCoy and Carolina Yao (Polychrome, 1998). Keiko wants to perform traditional Japanese dances at the Obon festival, but she's just not naturally graceful. A friendship story with stylized art, notably including both black and brown haired Japanese American children. Ages 4-up. 

THE BEST BAD THING by Yoshiko Uchida (McElderry, 1983). Rinko's mother asks her to spend ome of her much-anticipated summer vacation helping out Mrs. Hata, who Rinko thinks is a crazy woman. Set in 1930s California. Ages 8-up. 

EMMA'S RUG by Allen Say (Houghton Mifflin, 1996). Emma has always had her rug and has also been recognized as a great artist. When the rug is washed, Emma feels it has lost its special-ness. Along with her art supplies, she throws the rug away. Ages 4-up. 

HEROES by Ken Mochizuki, illustrated by Dom Lee (Lee & Low, 1995). Donnie's friends try to bully him into playing the enemy in their war games, but they don't know yet about the distinguished history of American military service in Donnie's family. Ages 5-up. 

KONNICHIWA! I AM A JAPANESE-AMERICAN GIRL by Tricia Brown with photographs by Kazuyoshi Arai (Holt, 1995).
This photoessay picture book focuses on the family of Lauren Kamiya in San Francisco, emphasizing ways in which they celebrate their Japanese heritage. Focus is on the Cherry Blossum Festival. Other cultural references include Japanese language, classical dance, origami, and calligraphy. Although a page featuring Lauren doing something not specifically of Japanese culture (like any other American kid) would've been a welcome addition to round out this book,
it is nevertheless well photographed and a good introduction to the Japanese American community. Ages 4-up. 

TWO MRS. GIBSONS by Toyomi Igus, pictures by Daryl Wells (Children's Book Press, 1995). Delightful celebration of a child's love for the two Mrs. Gibson's in her life, her Japanese American mother and her African-American grandmother. Ages 3-up. 

THE SIGN PAINTER by Allen Say. A young wanderer with dreams of becoming a painter takes a job as an assistant to a sign painter. The pair are hired to paint a series of billboards each featuring a depiction of the same woman and a single word, "Arrowstar." Where? The desert, where no one may ever see them. Why? And what will that discovery mean to the young man? These are answers worth finding out. I read one review that said this was Say's best book and another saying it was the most off mark. We agree with the former. It's a story about choices and what to do with one's life. It had great resonance for us, and we think it will for many of you, too. A particularly good picture book for grown-ups as well as young readers. Ages 4-up. 

WHALE TALK by Chris Crutcher (HarperCollins, 2001). Popular YA author Crutcher presents
T.J. Jones (a.k.a. The Tao), a Japanese-African-European American whose biological mother abandoned him in large part due to the influence of drugs and whose white hippie parents are a treasure. T.J. takes on the school's outcasts as a cause, and he helps to form a swim team to give them an outlet, a safe place, and a forum to triumph on their own terms. Meanwhile T.J.'s father, plagued by guilt over a tragic accident, faces another bully. Dark,funny, sarcastic, thought-provoking. Ages 12-up. 


Jewish Religion & Culture: An annotated bibliography, compiled by Wendy E. Betts. Copyright 1995 Wendy E. Betts. This bibliography may be freely copied for personal,
non-profit use, as long as this copyright notice is retained. Any other use is prohibited without permission.

Cohn, Janice. Illustrated by Bill Fransworth. The Christmas Menorahs: How a Town Fought Hate. Albert Whitman, 1995 (0-8075-1152-8) 
An overly didactic but powerful true story about how the people of Billings, Montana fought hate crimes by putting pictures of menorahs in their windows. Reading aloud, 5-10/beginning readers 7-10. 

Drucker, Malka. Illustrated by Nancy Patz. The Family Treasury of Jewish Holidays. Little, Brown (0-316-19343-7) 
This surperb compendium of information about Jewish celebrations and observances helps readers understand and assimilate the spiritual meanings behind the rituals. It includes stories, songs, recipes and craft projects and is beautifully designed and illustrated. An invaluable book for anyone interested in Jewish holidays and culture. Reading aloud, 4 & up/Beginning readers, 8 & up. 

Drucker, Malka. Illustrated by Eve Chast. Grandma's Latkes. Harcourt Brace, 1992 (0-15-200468-8) 
In this warm family book, a little girl helps her grandmother make latkes, while the grandmother tells her the story behind Hanukkah. A pleasant, conversational style and attractive painted woodcuts make this an enjoyable story. Reading aloud, 4-8. 

Goldin, Barbara Diamond. Illustrated by Anik McGrory. A Mountain of Blintzes. Gulliver/Harcourt, 2001 (0-15-201902-2) $16.00 
A poor family's plan to earn extra money for a mountain of Blintzes for Shavuot seems doomed to failure when both mother and father think the other is taking care of it--but luckily, the children of the family have their own plan for a happy and delicious ending. A fun story, cheerfully illustrated. Reading aloud, 4-8. 

Goldin, Barbara Diamond. Illustrated by Louise August. Night Lights. Gulliver, 1995 (0-15-200536-6) 
One of the few books about the holiday of Sukkot, this is a story about a little boy named Daniel, who's afraid to sleep in the sukkah because it has no roof. His older sister Naomi taunts him about his fears, but when the two of them try to sleep alone in the sukkah, Daniel discovers that Naomi isn't as brave as she seems. This is a nice family story, as well as a good introduction to Sukkot, but it's somewhat marred by tedious, cliched illustrations. Reading aloud, 4-8. 

Goldin, Barbara Diamond. From a story by I. L. Peretz. Illustrated by Robert Andrew Parker. The Magician's Visit: a Passover Tale. Puffin, 1995 (0-14-054455-0) 
A memorable folk tale about how the prophet Elijah brought a Passover Seder to a needy couple. Lovely, muted watercolor illustrations.

Goldin, Barbara Diamond. Illustrated by Jeanette Winter. The World's Birthday. Harcourt Brace, 1990 (0-15-299648-6); Voyager, 1995
(0-15-200045-3) 
A rare concentration on story rather than information makes this an unusually interesting book about Rosh Hashanah. A little boy decides to give a party in honor of "the world's birthday," even though everyone tells him the world is too big for a party. Appealing watercolor illustrations give this book a charming 1940's atmosphere. Reading aloud, ages 4-8. 

Howland, Naomi. Latkes, Latkes, Good to Eat Clarion, 1999 (0-395-89903-6)
A lively and amusing folk tale about a magic frying pan, with an attractive Old Russia setting. Ages 4-8. 

Jaffe, Nina. Illustrated by Louise August. In the Month of Kislev. Viking, 1992; Puffin, 1995 (0-14-055654-0) 
Striking, colorful woodcuts illustrate this enjoyable retelling of a favorite traditional tale about a greedy rich man suing a poor man for stealing the smell of his latkes. Reading aloud, ages 3-8. 

Kimmel, Eric. Illustrated by Trina Schart Hyman. Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins. Holiday House, 1989 (0-8234-0769-1) 
A delightful "trickster" tale about a wily old man who saves Hanukkah from Hanukkah-hating goblins. The Caldecott Honor winning illustrations are both comical and chilling. Reading aloud, ages 5-8. 

Kimmel, Eric. Illustrated by Katya Krenina. The Magic Dreidels Holiday House, 1996 (0-8234-1256-3) 
A comic folk tale is reworked to give it a Hanukkah theme in this playful but far too brusque story. Reading aloud, ages 4-8. 

Kimmelman, Leslie. Illustrated by John J=Himmelman. Hanukkah Lights, Hanukkah Nights 1992 
Some lively kittens enliven otherwise rather prim illustrations of a family Hanukkah celebration. A good starter book, especially the board book edition. (2-5) 

Kishkin, Karla. illustrated by Robert Andrew Parker. A Great Miracle Happened There. 1993; HarperTrophy, 1995 (0-06-443426-5) paperback 
This is a rather dull description of a family's Hanukkah celebration, but noteworthy for bringing up some issues usually ignored. Reading aloud, 5-8. 

Manushkin, Fran. Illustrated by Ned Bittinger. The Matzoh that Papa Brought Home. Scholastic, 1995 (0-590-47146-5) 
The rituals of a Passover Seder are described with verve and humor in this "House-That-Jack-Built" style cumulative book. Funny and energetic illustrations help capture the different mood of the holiday. One of the best books on this subject. Reading aloud, 3-8/Beginning readers 6-8. 

Modesitt, Jeanne, compiler. Illustrated by Robin Spowart. Songs of Chanukah. Little, Brown, 1992 (0-316-57739-1) 
Very pretty, soft-focus pictures of rabbit-people illustrate this picture book/songbook, which includes both traditional and contemporary Hanukkah songs. Each song is accompanied by text which explains the historical background of Hanukkah and its traditions. Scored for piano and guitar, with Hebrew lyrics included. 

Moorman, Margaret. Light the Lights. Scholastic, 1994 (0-590-47003-5) 
One of very few books about interfaith holiday celebrations, describing a little girl names Emma whose family happily celebrates both Hanukkah and Christmas. Unfortunately it's quite bland in both text and pictures, but does capture some of the essence of interfaith solstice holidays. Reading aloud, ages 3-7. 

O'Hare, Jeff. Hanukkah, Festival of Lights. Illustrated by Arthur Friedman and Mary F. Rhinelander. Boyds Mill, 2000 (1-56397-907-1) $7.95 pb 
A cheerfully illustrated collection of games and crafts projects, including rebuses, homemade dreidels and menorahs and maccabee bowling. This seems to be an expansion of Hanukkah Fun edited by Andrea Weiss. (see below.) 2-10, with adult assistance. 

Schotter, Roni. Illustrated by Marylin Hafner. Hanukkah! Little, Brown, 1990 
A standard, rather dully illustrated picturebook about a family's Hanukkah celebration, conveying an atmosphere of cheerful warmth. Reading aloud, 3-8. 

Schotter, Roni. Illustrated by Marylin Hafner. Passover Magic. Little, Brown, 1995 (0-316-77468-5) 
This companion to Hannukah! tells a sweet story about a Passover Seder enlivened by the magic of Uncle Harry, a weekend magician who, naturally, is the perfect person to hide the afikomen. Again, rather dully illustrated. Reading aloud, 4-8. 

Schur, Maxine Rose. Illustrated by Brian Pinkney. Day of Delight. Dial, 1994 (0-8037-1413-0) 
A fascinating look at Jewish life in a very unexpected context: an Ethiopian village. Illustrated with muted but vibrant scratchboard pictures. Reading aloud, 5-9. 
Ziefert, Harriet. Illustrated by Lillie James. What is Passover? HarperFestival, 1994 (0-694-00482-0) 
Cozy illustrations and cleverly imagined pull-flaps enliven this very simple introduction to the rituals of Passover. Reading aloud, 3-8. 
Chapter Books -- ages 5-12 
Bastyra, Judy . Illustrated by Catherine Ward. Hanukkah Fun Kingfisher, 1996 (0-7534-5011-9) 
A good craft book for older children, with some sophisticated projects that may even appeal to adults. * 7-12. 

Burns, Marilyn. Illustrated by Martha Weston. The Hanukkah Book. Macmillan, 1981 (0-02-716140-4) 
This nonfiction book is an honest and straightforward examination of the meaning of Hanukkah, with a special section on how Jewish children can examine their feelings about Christmas. Both informative and thought-provoking. 8 & up. 

Cohen, Barbara. Illustrated by Michael J. Deraney. Molly's Pilgrim William Morrow, 1983; Dell Yearling, 1995 (0-440-41057-6) 
A thoughtful look at the problems of a young immigrant girl around the turn of the century, with a gentle message about learning from other cultures. 5-8. 

Cohen, Barbara. Illustrated by Jan Naimo Jones. Make a Wish, Molly Doubleday, 1994; Dell Yearling, 1995 (0-440-41058-4) 
A richer, more developed sequel to Molly's Pilgrim, in which Molly's new friendship is threatened when she can't eat her friend's birthday cake because of Passover restrictions. 6-10. 

Goldin, Barbara Diamond. Illustrated by Elaine Greenstein. While the Candles Burn Viking, 1996 An unusual and unusually good collection of traditional and original Hanukkah stories, this reader is designed to express the themes of Hanukkah through stories, rather than to tell stories set during Hanukkah. Reading aloud, 5 & up, reading alone, 7 & up. (0-670-85875-7) 

Siskind, Leda. The Hopscotch Tree. Bantam, 1992; Dell Yearling, 1995 (0-440-40959-4) 
Ten-year-old Edith, who is tormented by a school bully for being Jewish, learns how to stand up for herself with integrity. A valuable portrait of the experience of being a Jew in a hostile environment. 8-12. 

Skolsky, Mindy Warshaw. Love from Your Friend, Hannah DK Publishing, 1998; HarperTrophy, 1999 (0-06-440746-2) 
This delightfully good-hearted book doesn't focus much on being Jewish but does include a warmly realistic portrait of the heroine's immigrant grandparents, who run a candy store during the depression. 8 and up. 

van der Rol, Ruud and Rian Verhoeven. Anne Frank: Beyond the Diary Viking, 1993; Puffin, 1995 (0-14-036926-0) 
A fascinating, very humanizing account of Anne Frank's history, told through many family photographs and the accounts of people who knew her. Seeing Anne as a happy toddler is a poignant reminder that she was not always a symbol of the Holocaust, but a real person. 8-adult. 
Intermediate and Young Adult -- ages 10 and up


Holliday, Laurel, ed. Children in the Holocaust and World War II: Their Secret Diaries. Pocket, 1995 (0-671-52054-7) 
These powerful excerpts from diaries kept by children and young adults during World War II are an amazing demonstration of the human need for self-expression, even at great risk. An important addition to any collection of Holocaust literature and a remarkable reading experience. 12 and up. 

Kimmel, Eric A. Bar Mitzvah. Viking, 1995 (0-670-85540-5) 
An excellent examination of all aspects of the coming of age ceremony for Jewish boys. 11 & up. 

Lobel, Anita. No Pretty Pictures: a Child of War. Greenwillow, 1998 (0-685-15935-4) 
The popular picture book illustrator recounts the harrowing tale of her childhood after Poland was invaded by the Nazis. Most notable for the positive attitude of the author, who refuses to define herself solely by tragedy: "My life has been good... I want more." 10 and up. 

Nolan, Han. If I Should Die Before I Wake. Harcourt, Brace, 1994 (0-15-238040-X) 
This fantasy about a young anti-semite whose soul travels into the body of a Jewish girl living through the Holocaust is intensely moving and powerful, with a vivid recreation of the horrors of the experience. The end is particularly beautiful and life-affirming. 12 and up. 

Ray, Karen. To Cross a Line. Orchard, 1994; Puffin, 1995 (0-14-037587-2) 
Based on a true story, this terse, gripping story describes a seventeen-year-old Jewish boy's escape from Germany. 12 and up.

Schmidt, Gary. Mara's Stories. Henry Holt, 2001 (0-8050-6794-9) $16.95 
Using a framing device in which a woman in a concentration camp tells stories to her fellow prisoners, this unusual collection retells stories from Jewish folklore and history, giving them all a Holocaust setting. Some of the book is extremely powerful and moving. 10 and up. 

Smith, Frank Dabba. Photographed by Mendel Grossman. My Secret Camera. Harcourt, 2001 (0-15-202306-2) $16.00 
This remarkable book collects some of the photographs taken secretly by a young man confined to the Lodz Ghetto in 1940. It's an incredible documentation of the hardships and suffering of those imprisoned in the Ghetto, where children were harnessed to carts like animals and one loaf of bread has to last for an entire week--yet as the pictures also show, love, neighborliness and even joy still somehow survived. The book is occasionally marred by an overwrought narrative; the pictures themselves speak so strongly that words shouldn't dissipate their impact. 12 & up. 

Korean/Korean American
(Retrieved from Cynthia Leitich Smith Children's Literature Resources Web Site at http://www.cynthialeitichsmith.com/chinese.htm on 6/18/02)

DEAR JUNO by Soyung Pak, illustrated by Susan Kathleen Hartung (Viking, 1999). Juno can't wait to read the letter from his Korean grandmother, but he doesn't know how to translate the Korean words. From little clues tucked inside the letter, Juno knows some of Grandmother's news anyway. When it's time to write her back, he must figure out how to communicate -- even though she doesn't read English. This is the first picture book for both the author and the illustrator. Ages 4-up. 

F IS FOR FABULOSO by Marie G. Lee (Avon, 1999). Jin-Ha's teachers assume she must be performing amazing well in math class because . . . well, don't all Asian Americans? But in this stereotype-busting story, they're wrong. Jin-Ha is smart, but it doesn't come naturally to her, and having a bad teacher just makes matters worse. But when she lies to her immigrant parents about the F on her test, will a bully turn friend? And will Jin-Ha ever manage to set things right?
A sweet, fairly quiet, sometimes funny novel. Ages 10-up. 

THE NAME JAR by Yangsook Choi (Alfred A. Knopf, 2001), which is the story of Unhei, a young Korean immigrant who contemplates changing her name to one more common in the United States. Ages 4-up. 

NECESSARY ROUGHNESS by Marie G. Lee (HarperCollins, 1996).
Chang Jung Kim encounters racism and struggles to fit in after moving to a small town in Minnesota from Los Angeles. Ages 12-up. 

PEACEBOUND TRAINS by Haemi Balgassi, illustrated by Chris Soentpiet (Clarion, 1996). Sumi misses her mother, who is in the Army, but she still has Harmuny (grandmother). They sit on Sumi's favorite rock and ​ at the sound of a train whistle ​ Harmuny recalls when she and Sumi's mother escaped war in Seoul, Korea on the roof of a peacebound train. A touching treatment of the effects of war on a family. Illustrated with great beauty and sensitivity. Ages 7-up. 

SEESAW GIRL by Linda Sue Park, illustrated by Jean and Mou-Sien Tseng (Clarion, 1999). 
Set in 17th Century Korea, this story of Jade Blossom's life inside the Inner Court of her family and how her curiosity brings adventures. Ages 8-up. 

A SINGLE SHARD by Linda Sue Park (Clarion, 2001). Tree Ear, a young orphan, becomes
an apprentice to a master potter. Despite many challenges he perseveres in this role, even
making an arduous journey to the royal court, and continuing when only a single shard is left
to show. This novel of 12th century Korea has been collecting stars from reviewers throughout children's literature. Ages 10-up. 

A STEP FROM HEAVEN by An Na (Front Street, 2001). Young Ju and her family have emigrated from Korea to the United States, where they dream of building a better future. Once here, the family struggles economically - Young Ju's parents both work long hours at two jobs - and with her father's increasing drunken violence. The novel takes the reader from Young Ju's arrival at age four to when she leaves for college; and, without being heavy-handed, offers a genuine sense of what it's like to learn the language and of Young Ju's frustration at the family's necessary frugality. An excellent immigration story. Ages 10-up. 

TAE'S SONATA by Haemi Balgassi (Clarion, 1997). Tae has to sort out her feelings when
she is assigned to do a school report on South Korea with a popular guy. An interracial romance and a sweet look at Korean-American family life that also deals with what it's like to feel spotlighted for your race. Ages 10-up. 

YUNMI AND HALMONI'S TRIP by Sook Nyul Choi, illustrated by Karen Dugan (Houghton
Mifflin, 1997). Yunmi accompanies her grandmother to Korea, where her grandmother was born. Korea is exciting, and it's wonderful for Yunmi to meet her relatives. But it isn't home to her. What if Halmoni (grandmother) decides to stay? Ages 4-up.


Latino People, History, & Culture: This bibliography was compiled by Amy Goldenberg, as a first year Graduate student at UCLA in the Department of Library and Information Science, in March 1995. Amy can be reached at agolden@ucla.edu or by snail mail at
P.O. Box 48142, Los Angeles, CA 90048.
Resources for Librarians, Teachers, and Parents
de Cortes, Oralia Garza, and Louise Yarian Zwick. "Hispanic Materials and Programs: Bibliography." Chap. in Venture into Cultures: A Resource Book of Multicultural Materials and Programs, ed. Carla D. Hayden. Chicago: American Library Association, 1992. 82-99.
ISBN: 0-8389-0579-X
The listings of both fiction and non-fiction are divided into English and Spanish titles. Appropriate grade levels are included with detailed annotations.

Duran, Daniel Flores. Latino Materials: a Multimedia Guide for Children and Young Adults. New York: Neal Schuman, Publishers, 1979.
ISBN: 0-87436-262-8
Books and films for elementary and secondary grades are divided within three bibliographies, those having a Mexican-American focus, those with a Puerto Rican focus, and general, referring to all Spanish speaking groups. See pages 41-51, 63-141, and 161- 194 for listings. The author and title index refers to entry number of items. English and Spanish titles included.

Rochman, Hazel. "Latinos." Chap. in Against Borders: Promoting Books for a Multicultural World. Chicago: American Library Association,
1993. 207-218.
ISBN: 0-8389-0601-X
One section of the chapter on Ethnic U.S.A. is devoted to Latinos. The majority of the books listed were published in the 1980's and 1990's. Divided into non-fiction, fiction, and videos, each entry includes appropriate grade level and a detailed annotation.

Schon, Isabel. A Bicultural Heritage: Themes for the Exploration of Mexican and Mexican-American Culture in Books for Children and Adolescents. Metuchen, N.J.: The Scarecrow Press, Inc., 1978.
ISBN: 0-8108-1128-6
The themes of customs, lifestyles, heroes, folklore, and history are covered with each area divided into three age levels from K-12. Each grade level is further divided into outcomes, books, discussions, and evaluation & follow-up activities. The lists of books include recommended as well as not recommended titles, with the stated idea that there are too many stereotypes and misconceptions about Mexican- Americans, and these books should not be allowed to perpetuate them. Author and title indexes.

Talbot, Jane Mitchell, and Gilbert R. Cruz. "Children's Literature." Chap. in A Comprehensive Chicano Bibliography, 1960-1972, 285-298.
Austin, Texas: Jenkins Publishing Co., 1973. Brief citations for one hundred titles.
Literature for Children

Picture Books

Altman, Linda Jacobs. Amelia's Road. Illustrated by Enrique Sanchez. New York: Lee and Low Books, 1993.
ISBN: 1-880000-04-0. 29 p. Grade K-2.
Amelia, the daughter of migrant farm workers, learns to cope with moving from harvest to harvest while dreaming of a stable home.
Anzaldua, Gloria. Friends From the Other Side=Amigos del Otro Lado. Illustrated by Consuelo Mendez. San Francisco: Children's Book Press, 1993.
ISBN: 0-89239-113-8. 30 p. Grade 2-3. Bilingual.
Vibrant colored-pencil illustrations accompany this story of Prietita, a brave young Mexican American girl who befriends and helps Joaquin after he crosses the Rio Grande into Texas with his mother in search of a new life.

Argueta, Manilo. Magic Dogs of the Volcanoes=Los Perros Magicos de Los Valcanes. Illustrated by Elly Simmons. English translation by Stacey Ross. San Francisco: Children's Book Press, 1990.
ISBN: 0-89239-064-6. 32 p. Grade 2-3. Bilingual.
Colorfully illustrated folk tale of the magic dogs who live in the volcanoes of El Salvador and protect the villagers from harm.

Brown, Tricia. Hello Amigos!. Photographs by Fran Ortiz. New York: Henry Holt & Co., 1986.
ISBN: 0-80500-090-9. Grade 2-4
Black and white photographs and narration by a Mexican American child, describe a day in his life, going to school and celebrating his birthday, living with his family in the Mission District of San Francisco.

Hewett, Joan. Hector Lives in the United States Now: the Story of a Mexican American Child. Photographs by Richard Hewett. New York: Lippincott, 1990.
ISBN: 0-397-32295-X. 44 p. Grade 2-4.
Black and white photographs illustrate the day-to-day happenings and milestones in the life of a young Mexican boy whose family seeks amnesty in the United States under the Immigration Reform and Control Act.

Mora, Pat. A Birthday Basket for Tia. Illustrated by Cecily Lang. New York: Macmillan Publishing Co., 1992.
ISBN: 0-02-767400-2. 29 p. Grade K-2.
Colorful papercut illustrations accompany this story of Cecilia as she prepares a surprise gift for her great-aunt's ninetieth birthday with the help and interference of her cat, Chica.

 Rohmer, Harriet & Anchondo, Mary, adapted by. How we Came to the Fifth World=Cómo Vinimos al Quinto Mundo. Illustrated by Graciela Carrillo. San Francisco: Children's Book Press, 1988 (c.1976).
ISBN: 0-89239-024-7. 24 p. Grade 2-3. Bilingual.
Brilliant illustrations based on the original Indian picture writings accompany this Aztec myth recounting the creation and destruction of the world by the deities of the four great elements - Water, Air, Fire, and Earth. A brief explanation of the Aztec belief is on the last page.

Fiction

Soto, Gary. Baseball in April and Other Stories. San Diego: Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich, 1990.
ISBN: 0-15-205720-X. 111 p. Grade 7-8.
Youth and age, love and friendship, success and failure are the themes of these eleven short stories focusing on the everyday adventures of Mexican-American young people growing up in Fresno, California. Glossary of Spanish words and phrases included.

Crazy Weekend. New York: Scholastic, Inc., 1994.
ISBN: 0-590-47814-1. 144 p. Grade 5-6.
Funny and fast-paced story of Hector and Mando who find themselves pursued by two goofy thieves after their photograph of a robbery is published in the newspaper. Glossary of Spanish words and phrases included.

Local News. San Diego: Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich, 1993.
ISBN: 0-15-248117-6. 148 p. Grade 6-7.
A collection of thirteen short stories about the everyday lives of Mexican-American youth in California's Central Valley. Glossary of Spanish words and phrases included.

Pacific Crossing. San Diego: Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich, 1992.
ISBN: 0-15-259187-7. 134 p. Grade 4-6.
A fourteen year old Mexican-American boy spends a summer with a host family in Japan, encountering new experiences and making new friends. Glossary of Japanese words and phrases.
The Skirt. Illustrated by Eric Velasquez. New York: Delacorte Press, 1992.
ISBN: 0-385-30665-2. 74 p. Grade 2-4.
When Miata leaves the special skirt that she planned to wear in a dance performance on the school bus, she needs all her wits to get it back without her parents finding out.

Taking Sides. San Diego: Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich, 1991.
ISBN: 0-15-284076-1. 138 p.
Fourteen year old, Lincoln Mendoza, an aspiring basketball player, must come to terms with his divided loyalties when he moves from the Hispanic inner city to a white suburban neighborhood. Glossary of Spanish words and phrases included.

 Cisneros, Sandra. The House on Mango Street. New York: Vintage Books, 1989.
ISBN: 0-679-73477-5. 110 p. Grade 9-12.
A series of vingnettes captures the thoughts and emotions in poems and stories, of Esperanza Cordero, a young girl growing up in the Hispanic quarter of Chicago.

Poetry

Carlson, Lori M., ed. Cool Salsa: Bilingual Poems on Growing Up Latino in the United States. Introduction by Oscar Hijuelos. New York:Henry Holt and Company, 1994.
ISBN: o-805-03135-9. Bilingual.
Thirty-seven poems in English and Spanish by contemporary Latino/a writers.

Soto, Gary. A Fire in My Hands: A Book of Poems. Illustrated by James M. Cardillo. New York: Scholastic, 1990. 
ISBN: 0-590-45021-2. 
Happy, sad, funny, touching, and thoughtful poems about growing up, family, friendships, and first love drawn from a background of growing up Mexican-American in the San Joaquin Valley in Central California. Detailed black and white drawings. Author's anecdotes precede each poem.
Foreword and a question and answer section about poetry is included.

Neighborhood Odes. Illustrated by David Diaz. San Diego: Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich, 1992.
ISBN: 0-15-256879-4.
Black and white illustrations accompany twenty-one poems about growing up in a Mexican-American neighborhood, finding delight in everyday places and items, such as the library, tennis shoes, sprinklers, and tortillas.

Non-fiction

Aliotta, Jerome J. The Puerto Ricans. Introductory essay by Daniel Patrick Moynihan. The Peoples of North America. New York: Chelsea House Publishers, 1991.
ISBN: 0-87754-897-8. 110 p. Grade 5-7.
Discusses the history, culture, and relgion of Puerto Ricans, their place in American society, and the problems they face as an ethnic group in North America. Photographs, bibliography, and index included.

Arnold, Sandra Martin. Alicia Alonso: First Lady of the Ballet. New York: Walker and Company, 1993.
ISBN: 0-8027-8242-6. 100 p. Grade 4-6
The story of the Cuban ballerina who founded her own ballet school and company, performed with the Ballet Russe, and continued to dance after she lost her sight. Includes photographs, bibliography, and index.

 Bandon, Alexandra. Mexican Americans. Footsteps to America. New York: Macmillan Publishing Company, 1993.ISBN: 0-02-768142-4. 110 p. Grade 4-6.
An account of immigration to the United States by Mexicans, focusing on recent history, with first person narratives. Photographs, bibliography, and index included.

Catalano, Julie. The Mexican Americans. Introductory essay by Daniel Patrick Moynihan. The Peoples of North America. New York: Chelsea House Publishers, 1988.
ISBN: 0-87754-857-9. 95 p. Grade 5-7.
Discusses the history, culture, and religion of Mexican Americans, factors enouraging their emigration and their acceptance as an ethnic group in North America. Photographs, bibliography, and index included.

Cedeno, Maria E. Cesar Chavez: Labor Leader. Brookfield, CT: Hispanic Heritage, The Millbrook Press, 1993. ISBN: 1-56294-280-8. 32 p. Grade 3-4.
Traces the accomplishments of the labor leader who fought to improve the lives of Mexican-American farm workers in California.

de Ruiz, Dana Catharine, and Richard Larios. La Causa: The Migrant Farmworkers' Story. Illustrated by Rudy Gutierrez. Stories of America, Alex Haley, general editor. Austin: Steck-Vaughn Publishers, 1993. ISBN: 0-8114-7231-0. 92 p. Grade 3-5.
Describes the efforts of Cesar Chavez and Dolores Huerta to organize migrant workers during the 1960's in California into a union which became the United Farm Workers.

Fernandez-Shaw, Carlos M. The Hispanic Presence in North America From 1492 to Today. Translated by Alfonso Bertodano Stourton and others. New York: Facts on File, 1991.
ISBN: 0-8160-2133-3. 375 p. Grade 6-10.
A general historical overview beginning with colonization and a discussion of Hispanic culture is followed by a state-by-state study of the history and influence of Hispanics in the United States. Photographs, listings of media, associations, selected readings, and index are included. A valuable
reference tool.

Garver, Susan, and Paula McGuire. Coming to North America: From Mexico, Cuba, and Puerto Rico. New York: Delacorte Press, 1981. ISBN: 0-440-01459-X. 161 p. Grade 5-6.
Explores the immigrant experiences of Mexicans, Cubans, and Puerto Ricans in the United States through personal accounts, histories, and photographs. Includes bibliography, a history of U.S. Immigration Laws, and an index.

Gilbert, Thomas W. Roberto Clemente. New York: Chelsea House, 1991.
ISBN: 0-7910-1240-9. 111 p. Grade 5-7.
Biography of the baseball hero who was born in Puerto Rico and played for the Pittsburgh Pirates. Includes photographs, index, bibliography, chronology, and career statistics.

Lankerford, Mary D. Quinceañera: A Latina's Journey to Womanhood. Photographs by Jesse Herrera. Brookfield, CT: The Millbrook Press, 1994.
ISBN: 1-56294-363-4. 47 p. Grade 2-4.
Photographs and narration describe the preparation and ceremony of a young girl's quinceañera, a rite of passage at age fifteen for Latinas, celebrating their journey from childhood to womanhood.

Lannert, Paula. Mexican Americans. American Voices. Vero Beach, FL: Rourke Corporation, Inc., 1991.
ISBN: 0-86593-139-9 103 p. Grade 4-6.
Discusses the motivations and contributions of Mexicans who have immigrated to the United States. Photographs, short biographies of famous Mexican Americans, a time line, glossary, list of resources, bibliographies, and index are included.

Morey, Janet, and Wendy Dunn. Famous Mexican-Americans. New York: Cobblehill Books, 1989.
ISBN: 0-525-65012-1. 176 p. Grade 5-6.
Discusses the accomplishments and contributions to society of fourteen Mexican-Americans, representing a variety of professions. Includes photographs, index, and selected bibliography.

Rudeen, Kenneth. Roberto Clemente. Illustrated by Frank Mullins. New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Co., 1974.ISBN: 0-690-00315-3. 33 p. Grade 2-4. Biography of the baseball hero from Puerto Rico who played for the Pittsburgh Pirates.
Sinnott, Susan. Extraordinary Hispanic Americans. Chicago: Children's Press, 1991.
ISBN: 0-516-00582-1. 277 p. Grade 6-8.
Organized chronologically, profiles the lives of Hispanics who helped shape the history of the United States, from fifteenth century explorers to twentieth century writers, entertainers, and politicans.

Telgen, Diane, ed. Notable Hispanic American Women. Detroit: Gale Research, Inc. 1993.
ISBN: 0-81-037578-8. 448 p. Grade 9-12.
Short biographies of famous Hispanic American women, some with photographs. Occupational index and Ethnicity index included.

Walker, Paul Robert. Pride of Puerto Rico: the Life of Roberto Clemente. San Diego: Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich, 1988.
ISBN: 0-15-200562-5. 135 p. Grade 5-7.
Biography of the baseball hero from Puerto Rico who played for the Pittsburgh Pirates. Includes career record.


Native American 
(The following books are recommended by the web site Native American Books which reviews books from a Native American perspective. Entries were retrieved on 6/17/02 at http://www.kstrom.net/isk/books/all_idx.html. Native American Books, text and graphics copyright Paula Giese, 1996.)

Coloring book, Dakota, DAKOTA INDIANS COLORING BOOK, Drawings by Chet Kozlak, Dakota language and cultural info: Elsie M. Cavendar, Lorraine Cavendar-Gougé, and Mary C. Riley, Sisseton Band Dakota (Upper Sioux Reservation), and Evelyn M. Prescott, Mdewakanton Band Dakota (Lower Sioux Reservation)

Coloring book, Dakota, OJIBWAY INDIANS COLORING BOOK, Drawings by Chet
Kozlak, translations James E. Clark, Mille Lacs Ojibwe Reservation

Biography (short entries), YA, General; POLITICAL LEADERS AND PEACEMAKERS: AMERICAN INDIAN LIVES , Victoria Sherrow

Biography (short entries), YA, General;SPIRITUAL LEADERS: AMERICAN
INDIAN LIVES , Paul Robert Walker

Biography (short entries), YA, General; ARTISTS AND CRAFTSPEOPLE: AMERICAN INDIAN LIVES , Arlene Hirschfelder

Biography (short entries), YA, General; SCHOLARS, WRITERS, AND PROFESSIONALS: AMERICAN INDIAN LIVES, Jonathon W. Bolton and Claire M. Wilson

Biographical essays, YA, General, GROWING UP NATIVE AMERICAN: AN ANTHOLOGY, edited by Patricia Riley

Fiction, historical, Children, Cheyenne; CHEYENNE AGAIN , by Eve Bunting

Fiction, historical, Middle, YA, Adult; NIGHT FLYING WOMAN: AN OJIBWAY NARRATIVE , Ignatia Broker, Illustrated by Stephen Premo

Fiction, contemporary, Children, SW -- Hopi, YOUNG GOAT'S DISCOVERY written and illustrated by Arline Warner Tinus

Fiction, contemporary, Children, Desert -- Ute, THE NIGHT THE GRANDFATHERS DANCED, by Linda Theresa Raczek, illustrated by Katalin Olah Ehling

Fiction, traditional, Children, Plains, unspecific, BEYOND THE RIDGE , Paul Goble. Deals with death of a loved one.


Legend, Children, Ohlone,WHEN THE WORLD ENDED; HOW HUMMINGBIRD GOT FIRE; HOW PEOPLE WERE MADE --RUMISEN OHLONE STORIES, Reconstructed and illustrated by Linda Yamane

Myth, Children, Taino, HOW THE SEA BEGAN: A TAINO MYTH , by George Crespo

Legend, Children, Plains, Lakota, IKTOMI AND THE BERRIES, Paul Goble

Legend, Children, Forest, Algonquian, GLUSKABE AND THE FOUR WISHES, retold
by Joseph Bruchac, illustrated by Christine Nyburg Shrader

Legend, YA, Plains, fictionalized tribes, TOUCHING THE FIRE: BUFFALO DANCING, THE SKY BUNDLE, AND OTHER TALES , Roger Welsch

Legend, Children, Plains, Lakota, BUFFALO WOMAN, Paul Goble,38 

Legend, Children, Ojibwe, THE STAR MAIDEN , by Barbara Juster Esbensen, illustrated by Helen K. Davie. 

Legend, Children, Cherokee, THE STORY OF THE MILKY WAY: A CHEROKEE TALE, by Joseph Bruchac

Legend, Children, NW Coast, RAVEN: A TRICKSTER TALE FROM THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST , written and illustrated by Gerald McDermott

Legend, Children, CA -- Chumash, THE RAINBOW BRIDGE , by Audrey Wood, paintings by Robert Florczak

Legend, Children, SW -- Hopi, COYOTE AND LITTLE TURTLE: A TRADITIONAL HOPI TALE , told by Hershel Talashoema, translated and edited by Emory Sekaquaptewa and Barbara Peppe

Legend, Children, Maya, WHY THERE IS NO ARGUING IN HEAVEN: A MAYAN MYTH, Deborah Nourse Lattimore, illustrated by author

Legend, Children, Taino -- Caribbean, ATARIBA AND NIGUAYONA , Consuelo Mendez

Legend, Children, NW Coast -- Chinook, THE BOY WHO LIVED WITH THE SEALS , Rafe Martin, illustrated by David Shannon

Legend, Middle, NWC General, THE EAGLE'S SONG: A TALE FROM THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST, adapted and illustrated by Kristina Rodanas.
Legend, Middle, Paiute, WHY THE NORTH STAR STANDS STILL AND OTHER INDIAN LEGENDS , William R. Palmer, Illustrated by William I. Palmer and Ursula Koering

Legend, Middle, Pima, PIMA INDIAN LEGENDS , Anna Moore Shaw

Legend, retold, Children, Cherokee, HOW TURTLE'S BACK WAS CRACKED: A TRADITIONAL CHEROKEE TALE , retold by Gayle Ross, paintings by Murv Jacob

Legend, retold, Children, Choctaw, HOW THUNDER AND LIGHTNING CAME TO BE , retold by Beatrice Orcutt Harrell with collages by Susan L. Roth

Nonfiction, contemporary,Children, Middle, YA, Plains, Lakota, A BOY BECOMES A MAN AT WOUNDED KNEE , by Ted Wood with Wanbli Numpa Afraid of Hawk. 

Nonfiction - Nature, Children, 6 Nations -- Oneida , DID YOU HEAR THE WIND SING YOUR NAME?: AN ONEIDA SONG OF SPRING, andra De Coteau Orie, illustrated by Christopher Canyon

Poetry, Songs, Children, Inuit, SONGS ARE THOUGHTS: POEMS OF THE INUIT,
Neil Philip, illustrated by Maryclare Foa

Poetry, songs, Children, General, THE TREES STAND SHINING: POETRY OF THE NORTH AMERICAN INDIANS, selected by Hettie Jones, illustrated by Robert Andrew Parker

Poetry, Songs, legends, Children, General , IN A CIRCLE LONG AGO: A TREASURY OF NATIVE LORE FROM NORTH AMERICA, retold by Nancy Van Laan, illustrated by Lisa Desimini

More Native American
(Retrieved from Cynthia Leitich Smith Children's Literature Resources Web Site at http://www.cynthialeitichsmith.com/chinese.htm on 6/18/02)
MUSKRAT WILL BE SWIMMING by Cheryl Savageau (Abenaki-French Canadian), illustrated by Robert Hynes, featuring a Seneca traditional story retold by Joseph Bruchac (Abenaki) (Northland, 1996). When a young Native girl is called "Lake Rat," she is comforted by Grampa who both reveals how he was once called "Frog" because of his French-Indian heritage and shows how those intended insults are signs that the bullies don't appreciate the joy of the frog and wonder of the lake. Ages 4-up. 

THE STORY OF THE MILKY WAY, A CHEROKEE TALE by Joseph Bruchac (Abenaki) and Gayle Ross (Cherokee) with paintings by Virginia A. Stroud (Cherokee-Creek) (Dial, 1995). A spirit dog has been stealing the corn meal, and he can be driven away only with the combined efforts of a young boy, Beloved Woman, and the entire village. Read this book to find out why the Cherokee people call the Milky Way "the place where the dog ran." In "The Origin of the Story," Bruchac and Ross share how they came to know and be inspired by the story. Stroud's artwork depicts of Cherokee life in the early 1800s, after the coming of the Europeans and before the Trail of Tears. In a wrap-around, her illustrations show how Cherokee people today pass down their traditional stories to children. Ages 4-up. 

CRAZY HORSE'S VISION by Joseph Bruchac (Abenaki), illustrated by S.D. Nelson (Lakota) (Lee & Low, 2000).
Bruchac brings his poetic style to this story of young Curly, who would grow into the Lakota hero Crazy Horse. Nelson's illustrations are influenced by the traditional ledger style of his ancestors, and they are powerful. HIGHLY RECOMMENDED. 

A BOY CALLED SLOW by Joseph Bruchac (Abenaki), illustrated by Rocco Baviera (Philomel, 1995). A look at the boyhood of a young Lakota who grows into Sitting Bull, a medicine man and chief. Ages 4-up. 

CIRCLE OF WONDER: A NATIVE AMERICAN CHRISTMAS STORY by N. Scott Momaday (Kiowa) (Clear Light, 1993). Inspired by the author's first childhood Christmas in Jemez Pueblo, this is the story of Tolo, a mute boy who follows a man who seems to be his late grandfather. Ages 5-up. 

FOX SONG by Joseph Bruchac (Abenaki), illustrated by Paul Morin (Philomel, 1993). A gentle story about the relationship of Jamie and her Granma Bowman and about Jamie's acceptance of Granma's death. A sweet story. Probably my favorite by Bruchac, who is no doubt the most published Native author of children's books. Ages 4-up. 

THE GOOD LUCK CAT by Joy Harjo (Creek) and illustrated by Paul Lee (Harcourt, 2000). Aunt Shelly says that Woogie is a good luck cat. As he survives one scrape after another, her analysis seems to be right on target. But one day when he doesn't come home, we wonder if this good luck cat's ninth life has run out. This is a delightful look at the friendship between a cat and a young girl. And it's -- yahoo! -- a children's picture book with Indian characters wherein Native culture isn't the main focus. Of course, it's wonderful to have children read accurate, respectful books that touch on Indian themes; however, they should be balanced with charming stories like this one that depict daily life. 

GRANDMOTHER'S PIGEON by Louise Erdrich (Chippewa), illustrated by Jim La Marche (Hyperion, 1996). Grandmother has caught a ride to Greenland on the back of a porpoise, and what's more, a nest of birds has hatched in her bedroom. Where did they come from? Ages 4-up. 

JINGLE DANCER by Cynthia Leitich Smith (Creek), illustrated by Cornelius Van Wright and Ying-Hwa Hu (Morrow, 2000). Jenna, a Muscogee (Creek)-Ojibwe girl, is enthusiastic about wanting to jingle dance at the upcoming powwow. With time running short, she seeks the assistance of women of her contemporary intertribal community in bringing together the remainder of her regalia. A story of reciprocity and respect. 

LESS THAN HALF, MORE THAN WHOLE by Kathleen Lacapa (Mohawk-English-Irish) and Michael Lacapa (Apache-Hopi-Tewa), who also is the illustrator (Northland, 1994). When Will calls Tony "only half, or less than half Indian," Tony tries to figure out what that means. With TaTda's (Grandfather's) help, Tony realizes that, like the Creator's gift of corn, he is whole. Ages 4-up. 

A MAN CALLED RAVEN by Richard Van Camp (Dogrib) with pictures by George Littlechild (Plains Cree) (Children's Book Press, 1997). A mysterious man confronts two Dogrib brothers, Chris and Toby Greyeyes, about their abusing a raven with hockey sticks. A skillful blend of cultural tradition and contemporary backdrop. Like Littlechild's first picture book, THIS LAND IS MY LAND, here A MAN CALLED RAVEN is proudly rendered, with a mastery of color, of line, and shape. One brother is black haired with brown eyes and tan skin, the other is golden-brown haired with blue eyes and fair skin. An unfortunate flurry of well-publicized mistreatment of animals by children makes the theme of this book especially timely. Ages 5-up. 

SKYSISTERS by Jan Bourdeau Waboose (Ojibway), illustrated by Brian Deines (Kids Can Press, 2000). Big sister Allie and little sister Alex bundle up, venture into the night, encounter a deer, dance beneath the stars, and watch the northern lights. Lovely. (Waboose's previous book MORNING ON THE LAKE is also highly recommended.) Ages 5-up.

SONGS OF SHIPROCK FAIR by Luci Tapahonso (Navajo), illustrated by Anthony Chee Emerson (Navajo)(Kiva, 1999). All the joy, excitement, family love and creativity of the fair brought to life. A good book to settle in with. Ages 5-up. 

TWO PAIRS OF SHOES by Esther Sanderson (of the Pas Reserve, living in Winnipeg), illustrated by David Beyer (Cree). For Maggie's eighth birthday, she receives a pair of black patent shoes from her mother and a pair of moccasins from her Kokum (grandmother), who reminds her there are times and ways to wear each. Ages 3-up. Good for preschool. See Oyate for ordering. 

A WALK TO THE GREAT MYSTERY by Virginia A. Stroud (Cherokee-Creek) (Dial, 1995). Dustin and Rosie take a walk with their Grandma Ann, a Cherokee medicine woman, and gain insight into the Great Mystery. Ages 5-up. 

 

WHERE DID YOU GET YOUR MOCCASINS by Bernelda Wheeler (Cree-Saulteaux-Scottish-French), illustrated by Herman Bekkering (publication information?). A perfect picture book for introducing the balance of traditionalism and contemporary life to very young children, who will respond to the open-hearted questioning tone of this simple but well constructed story. Ages 3-up. Good for preschool. 

WHITE BEAD CEREMONY: MARY GREYFEATHER GETS HER NATIVE AMERICAN NAME by Sherrin Watkins (Shawnee-Cherokee), illustrated by Kim Doner (Council Oak, 1994). With a strong emphasis on Shawnee language (including removable vocabulary flash cards) and fanciful illustrations, this book shows how Mary's family comes together to help her find a Native name. This same author-illustrator team also is credited with GREEN SNAKE CEREMONY: MARY GREYFEATHER LEARNS ABOUT HER NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE. These books are recommended for classroom use. Ages 5-up. 

CAN YOU HEAR WIND SING YOUR NAME? AN ONEIDA SONG OF SPRING by Sandra De Coteau Orie (Oneida) and illustrated by Christopher Canyon (Cherokee)(Walker, 1995). Exquisite paintings compliment this celebration of the circle of life and the connection between Oneida people and the natural world. Great for even very young children. Lyrical and timeless. Author's note useful for curriculum and cross-cultural insight. Ages 3-up. 

THE MUD PONY retold by Caron Lee Cohen and illustrated by Shonto Begay (Navajo)(Scholastic, 1992). In this retelling of a Pawnee traditional story, Mother Earth brings to life from herself a pony made of mud. Ages 5-up. 

THIS LAND IS MY LAND by George Littlechild (Plains Cree)(Children's Book Press, 1993). In a collection of short essays, Littlechild offers insights into Native identity, history, and culture which compliment his internationally acclaimed art. Recognized with the Jane Addams Picture Book Award. Ages 7-up. A sophisticated picture book for older readers.

THE PEOPLE SHALL CONTINUE by Simon Oritz (Acoma) and illustrated by Sharol Graves (Children's Book Press, 1998). For all of its poetry and brevity, this oral chronicle of the history of Native peoples to present day is honest, inspiring, and surprisingly complete. Ages 5-up. 

TALLCHIEF: AMERICA'S PRIMA BALLERINA by Maria Tallchief (Osage) with Rosemary Wells, illustrated by Gary Kelly (Viking, 1999). This picture book autobiography looks at the early life of America's and Native America's most outstanding ballet dancer. Ages 5-up. 


Vietnamese/Vietnamese American
(Retrieved from Cynthia Leitich Smith Children's Literature Resources Web Site at http://www.cynthialeitichsmith.com/chinese.htm on 6/18/02)

JOURNEY HOME by Lawrence McKay, Jr., illustrated by Dom & Keunhee Lee (Lee & Low, 1998). Mai accompanies her mother on a journey from the U.S. to Vietnam to search for her mother's birth family. Their only clue is the kite Mai's mother has had since she first came to the U.S. and was adopted by a white family. Though it is not the main theme of the book, Mai is also a child of Ango-Vietnamese heritage. This is a gentle, thoughtful story that explores the linking of worlds, loss and rediscovery, as well as the many definitions of family. Ages 5-up.

